USING EUSTORY HISTORICAL RESEARCH COMPETITION IN THE 

IB-DIPLOMA PROGRAMME 
The topic of the EUSTORY competition in Finland for academic year 2011-2012 will be “Life in change”. The research of this topic will be possible to fit into IB diploma courses. As all IB students who have chosen history have to do their own historical investigation, taking part in the EUSTORY competition will be easy for every IB student interested in various changes of life during the last century. However, it is recommended that the research question is somehow regionally or locally focused. Students can also use their own family history as an example.
The sources used must be referenced in some consistent way as the IB demands. All kinds of historical material can be used as sources remembering source criticism. 

The strict word count of the IB historical investigation can be forgotten; in the EUSTORY competition only pages are counted, so if a history IA is a little less than 2000 words there might still be some pages left for additional text. The written account is not so formal in EUSTORY as in the IB historical investigation, so e.g different sections can have creative titles in this competition. Parts of research can also be presented with a Power Point show, a film or on the Internet. For students in Upper secondary school the number of pages can vary from 10 to 20, even less if other types of presentation are used together with the written account of the research done.
As quite many students write their extended essays in history there are plenty of possibilities to do that with a topic suitable for the EUSTORY competition. Extended essays with 4000 words are too long with all the other pages needed but with an abridged version students can easily take part in the competition.  
Because the due date will be 31.3.2012 the IB students for the session May 2012 have enough time to choose their topics suitable for the EUSTORY competition and finish their research in good time for their IB demands and for the competition. 

